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THE HISTORY
On 19 April 1770 a crew member of the British ship, HM
Bark Endeavour, commanded by Lt. James Cook sighted a
land that would be called Australia. Ten days later on 29th
April, Cook and some crew landed in an inlet he named
Botany Bay. Departing this anchorage on 6th May 1770,
sailing north, an inlet was passed “wherein there appeared to
be safe anchorage”, this Cook named Port Jackson, today this
is more commonly known as Sydney Harbour. Continuing
north, just before sunset the next day, on 7th May 1770, Cook
recorded “broken land” naming it Broken Bay. There has
been some thought this might have actually been Narrabeen
Lagoon, nevertheless, the large bay located about 30 kms
north of Sydney Heads is today identified as Broken Bay.
Eighteen years a British fleet containing convicts and military
arrived at Botany Bay under the command of Arthur Phillip.
Finding the conditions less welcoming than Cook’s reports
indicated the fleet moved to Port Jackson and on 26th
January 1788, raised a flag and drank to the health of His
Majesty the King George III of England.
While there was a water source, the soils at Port Jackson
proved little better than those at Botany Bay and so six weeks
later Phillip came north ‘in longboat and cutter’ looking for
suitable farmland. Arriving in Broken Bay on 2nd March
1788, the next day the party entered the North West Arm,
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Rock Lily being built on Kincumber Creek, 1906
this complex of Broadwaters, Bays and Creeks 11 kms long
and 8 kms wide, would later be named Brisbane Water. Over
the next days Phillip explored Pittwater, Cowan and entered
the Hawkesbury River travelling as far east as Mooney, not
realising he was in one of Australia’s great river systems called
‘Deerubbin’ by those who had inhabited the area for Millennia.
The exploration continued to be a great disappointment
finding only steep hills and dense forests. It would not be until
the next year the fertile flats of the upper Hawkesbury were
discovered. This area would then become the colony’s food
bowl and the forest covered hills found on the first exploration
would yield the timber to build Sydney Town and also construct
the ships to carry the Hawkesbury’s produce there.
Found filling the valleys was Red Cedar, known as the tree of
Australian history, the first recorded cutting was in the Central
Coast area on 18th November 1791. The qualities of this
wood made it ideal for furniture, wall linings, doors, etc. the
resulting demand for the timber in England soon saw Phillip
sending pre sawn planks from the Hawkesbury area in 1795.
The Oak and Ironbark on the hill sides and ridges grew
slowly in the sandstone sub-soils providing excellent quality
timber. With such materials in abundance it was inevitable
that shipbuilding would soon begin. Over the next 125 years
over 500 registered vessels would be constructed with hundreds
more built without an Australian recording, instead sailing
directly into the Pacific or employed in island trading. The
number of smaller boats built of all sizes from dinghies to
whale boats can’t be estimated.
Following WWI the output from the Yards wained, the war
had caused the loss of some many young men, plus the burden
of paying back huge War Debts to British Banks put a great
strain on the economy and the Great Depression hit Australia
particularly hard.
In 1939 economic recovery saw the Government supporting
shipbuilding with the ordering of a collier for the Cam Fishing
Fleet from Gordon Beattie’s Palermo Yard. Apart from some
small trawlers built at various locations, the ‘Pat Cam’ would
be the last commercial vessel built in Brisbane Water shipyards
by local shipbuilders. Requisitioned by the Australian Navy
in WWII HMAS ‘Patricia Cam’ found a unique place in
Australian History, but that’s another story.

TELLING THE STORY
GWEN DUNDON OAM
In the 1960s Ms. Gwen
Dundon moved to the NSW
Central Coast with her
husband Gene. Gwen worked
as a part time journalist for the
Gosford Star newspaper where
she produced regular historical
articles when she visited many
of the Districts ‘old timers’ and
their families, interviewing
them and on occasions re-photographing their old pictures.
Gwen says she began to realise there was a common thread
running through the stories and that was shipbuilding.

Right: Rotary is taking the story of local
shipbuilding history into schools assisted with
digital presentations and scale models.
Left: Since 2018 the Rotary 4 Villages Walk has
promoted the areas heritage

Gwen began further research on the
subject, finally publishing her book,
‘Shipbuilders of The Brisbane Water
NSW’ in 1997.
THE STORY SPREADS
‘Shipbuilders of The Brisbane
Water NSW’ brought the individual
stories together to reveal that once
the district was one of the greatest,
if not the greatest shipbuilding
centre of Australia. Supported by
the information in the book in
more recent years, local non-profit
organisations like the Rotary Club
of Kincumber and History and
Heritage, Hunter to Hawkesbury
Research (4HResearch) and a
commercial ferry tour business
have brought the story to a wider
audience, including to local schools.

THE SHIPBUILDERS MEMORIAL
The Rotary Club Of Kincumber has been a major partner
in the development of the Shipbuilders Memorial, which is
being developed along the 3.3 km path on foreshores between
Kincumber and Davistown, where the majority of the shipyards
were situated. Began in ???? the Memorial path currently consists
of a stainless steel/hardwood sculpture in at “Kincumber Beach”
Reserve and seven sandstone/stainless steel plinths marking
shipyard sites. Additional plinths are planned both along the
path and in other areas like Erina, Terrigal and on the western
side of Brisbane Water.
THE 4 VILLAGES - SHIPBUILDERS HERITAGE WALK
This annual easy paced walk along the waterfronts of the four
villages of Kincumber, Yattalunga, Saratoga and Davistown
evolved from the Kincumber Mountain Challenge Fun Run,
becoming the less strenuous 4 Villages Walk. Interest in the
event wained, however, to the point where the 2017 event
was cancelled. At the same time public interest in the areas
shipbuilding heritage was increasing due to activities by local
historians. As the 4 Villages Walk route covered the area where
the majority shipyards were situated, when a new co-ordinator
for the ‘Walk’ was found, who happened to have an interest in
history and the event took on a distinct heritage theme. A new
name was adopted; the ‘4 Villages - Shipbuilders Heritage Walk’
and new heritage elements were introduced. The number of
participants grew over the next three events from zero to two
hundred, three hundred finally attracting 3,000 people in 2021.

THE STORY CONTINUES ON AUSTRALIA DAY
In November 2021 it came to the notice of the Rotary
Club of Kincumber’s Projects Director that the National
Rotary Clubs were being asked to join with the National
Australia Day Council (NADC) to celebrate Australia Day
and grants were available for this. By coincidence the 2021
Project Director was the same person who took on the role
of 4V-SHW co-ordinator in 2018. With the experience of
three successful 4V-SHWs, the Club’s board agreed that they
had the experience to stage a Heritage Exhibition/BBQ,
when this was put to Club members they wholeheartedly
supported the idea.
NOT ‘A FIREWORKS EVENT’
Since 2018 the 4V-SHW had aimed at not being just a one
day event with nothing to show for afterwards, historical
exhibition works were created for each event, which were
designed to remain an asset available to the community in
perpetuity. To that end work commenced on the historical
displays, also inspired by the NADC suggestion to have the
event digitally recorded, a long term desire to have a short
video about this important historical subject was made
possible. Long after Australia Day 2022 was over, both the
historical displays and the video remain as an important
long term contribution to the Community.
TERRIGAL - ERINA - KINCUMBER (TEK)
To meet the NADC criteria a cluster of Rotary Clubs were
required to apply, the three Rotary Clubs on the eastern side
of Brisbane Water already had a close bond having organised
combined meetings in the past, called TEK Nights, however,
for no particular reason this had tended to fall off over the
preceding five years. By coincidence both Erina and Terrigal
areas also had significant shipyards, so it seemed almost

pre-determined this Australia Day heritage event should occur.
Many members of all three Rotary Clubs became fully involved
and this has re-kindled the bond between them.
So it was that the theme for this Australia event would be
‘Heritage’ along Aboriginal Culture, accompanied by the
provision of quality food.
HERITAGE
The display of professional quality historical exhibition had
proven popular at the 4V-SHW so it was decided to continue
the theme for the Australia Day Event. For the 4V-SHW in
2021, the community based organisation, 4HResearch had
worked with the Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club to provide
five models of the types of ships built on Brisbane Water. The
Rotary Club of Kincumber provided the finance from the
4V-SHW account to build display cases and print the artwork
that told the stories. At the 4V-SHW 2021 the displays/models
were spread along the 3.3 km route. This Australia Day Event
provided an opportunity to bring them all together in one place
for the first time.
UNFINISHED DISPLAYS FINALY COMPLETED
In 2014/15, 4HResearch had applied for a grant to build WWI
exhibitions for the Centenary of Anzac. For various reasons the
funding had been un-expectantly reduced and so the projects
had never been completed remaining in storage for seven years.
The Australia Day 2022 funding has allowed these works to
be completed, while other works which had been commenced
with private and donated funding could now be fast tracked and
also completed. While for Australia Day 2022 these exhibitions
pieces were displayed as ‘works-in-progress’ they can now be
completed, to be displayed at various community events including Australia Day 2023.

26th JANUARY 2022
Advertisement commenced two weeks before the event via:
Two consecutive half page advertisements in the local Newspaper
The 3 Villages News via 3,000 letterboxes and on-line.
3,500 letterboxed flyers
Various website and social med outlets
Community Radio
Central Coast Council ensured approval was provided for the event given the
short notice, although just within the time frame set by Council. Council also
Australia Day Committee, L to R Fraser McBride (Kincumberco-operated by mowing the grounds of Broadwater Park, a few days before.
BBQ) Maggie Vincent (Terrigal) Peter Rea (Kincumber-CoON THE DAY
ordinator) Annona Pearse (Erina) Tony Arico (KincumberAdvertising) Jan Brown (Kincumber-President)
The inclement weather of the previous few weeks cleared for the day. The
original intention was to put the display at Kincumber Village Shopping
Centre, which is located about 650m from Broadwater park, with the intention of encouraging
HISTORY EXHIBITION and BAR-B-Q
people to come to Broadwater Park. These plans were changed because of the spread of Covid
WEDNESDAY 26th JANUARY
The
BROADWATER PARK
BAR-B-Q is
and it was decided an outside venue would be safer. This change proved positive, having all
SEABREEZE Ave. KINCUMBER
Complimentary
the events at one place added greatly to the atmosphere.
6.30am SET-UP
The set-up team was active loading two tray-back trucks at sunrise, the display was all set up
as planned by 9am.
9am HISTORY AND HERITAGE EXHIBITION
*
Keeping to the advertised time proved important as people started arriving right on opening.
It was though things would be quiet until about 11am, with
most people interested in the exhibitions ensuring they were
there for the food, however, a good many people came just to
see the exhibitions and were gone before any other activities
commenced.
9am ‘SHIPBUILDERS OF BRISBANE WATER’ RELEASED
The 15 minute Video was released on Youtube, this only
received the highest praise from those who saw it on the day.
History and
Heritage Exhibition
10 days later by 5 Feb. the video achieved 670 views on Youtube
with 15 people sharing it, so it had reached a total 1350 people.
11am WELCOME, SMOKING CEREMONY AND ABORIGINAL PARTICIPATION
The Girri Girra provided a Welcome, Smoking Ceremony with a didgeridoo performance,
this proved very popular with the audience participating. For the remainder of the day a stall
dedicated to aboriginal culture was on site.
11.30am BBQ AND ENTERTAINMENT
The aim was to provide better than the usual free BBQ so the following was provided free:
•
A sausage sizzle with gourmet sausages provided at cost by Saratoga Quality Meats, known
to be one of the best butchers on the Central Coast.
•
Bread rolls from a local Bakery, rather than just sliced bread
Scene from History Video
•
Fruit to promote healthy eating.
•
Lamingtons were served for desert
•
Mini jars of Vegemite were provided as gifts
•
A Coffee and Ice Cream Van
•
Buskers from Central Coast Youth In Performing Arts provided provided entertainment.
AT THE END OF THE DAY
A total of about 400 people, enjoyed Australia Day at Kincumber, everyone seemed to totally enjoy
the good food, the opportunity to experience the culture of our Nation’s first peoples and the
exhibitions about the heritage of the area’s shipbuilding since European arrival. The exhibitions and
Video created will continue to tell the stories to the public and in schools for many years to come.
Youth In
Performing Arts
Everyone concerned hopes we can do it all again next year.
WELCOME 11am

EXHIBITION 9am

From the 1820s for about 125 years,
the Brisbane Water District
produced over 500 ocean
going ships.
For the first time in one
place, see five beautiful
hand made models of the
sailing ships built here,
along with a history of
the ships, shipyards,
shipbuilders and their families.
Works-In-Progress
- HMS Investigator, Matthew Flinders and Bungaree
- The History Of Ships - The Mediterranean Trireme
- New works on Australia’s Military History

Girri Girra

The Girri Girra
Aboriginal Group

BAR-B-Q 11.30am

- Kids Playground
- Toilets -Water Station
• Food served from 11.30am
until supplies are gone
• Gourmet Australian
Shipbuilders Sausages
from Saratoga Quality Meats
• Bread Rolls and Fresh Fruit
• Some bottled water provided,
however, for the the environment,
please bring your re-fillable bottle.
• Coffee Van

On Australia Day see the first edit of our new short
film ‘Shipbuilders of the Brisbane Water NSW’
on facebook; the Rotary Club of Kincumber

